
Vänskä Plays Mozart
Sunday, October 3, 2021 at 3:00pm



Dear Friends,
Welcome to the Mankato Symphony Orchestra’s 
71st season! We are proud to announce our 2021-22 
season of concerts, titled Renew & Re-Energize.
After such a long absence, we couldn’t be more 
pleased to see all of you in person again! We invite 
you to enjoy all of our offerings, from our intimate 
chamber concerts to our charming free family fun 
events, to our vibrant symphony orchestra concerts. 

Truly, we are presenting a one-of-a-kind season. 
This particular season is unique because we’re au-
ditioning four conductor finalists who are flying in 
from around the country to work with our sympho-
ny. Each is a dynamic, talented individual. You, as 
an audience member, will have an opportunity to 
observe and weigh in with your thoughts. We will be 
excited and pleased to announce our next Mankato 
Symphony Artistic Director after our final concert 
on March 4th.

On behalf of our Board, Staff, and the Musicians of the Mankato Symphony, we thank you for your 
continued support as we RENEW and RE-ENERGIZE our love and appreciation for the Manka-
to Symphony.

Musically yours,

Bethel Balge
Executive Director



Vänskä Plays Mozart 
Sunday, October 3, 2021 at 3pm
Trinity Chapel, Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato, MN

 “Lyric Quartet” for string quartet
 William Grant Still | 15’

The Sentimental One 
The Quiet One
The Jovial One

A Tarantella for Our Times
 Libby Larsen | 7’

 Clarinet Quintet, K. 581
 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart | 32’

Allegro
Larghetto
Menuetto - Trio 1 - Trio 2
Allegretto con variazioni

Osmo Vänskä, clarinet
Erin Keefe, violin
Cecilia Belcher, violin
Rebecca Albers, viola
Richard Belcher, cello

Covid 19 Notice:
To best protect the health and well-being of 
all our patrons and musicians, the Manka-
to Symphony Orchestra strives to follow 
all CDC guidelines regarding protection 
against COVID-19. Since Blue Earth 
County is currently experiencing high levels 
of community transmission, all patrons to 
ticketed events aged 2 or older are asked to 
wear a mask that fully covers their nose and 
mouth while indoors regardless of vaccina-
tion status.



Program Notes
Dr. Stephanie Thorpe

LYRIC QUARTET 
William Grant Still (1895-1978)
 
  William Grant Still was a prominent 
African American composer in the 20th century. He was 
the first American composer to have an opera produced 
by the New York City Opera, the first to have an opera 
produced and performed on national television, and the 
first African American composer to conduct a major 
orchestra, among many other honors. His compositions 
include five symphonies, nine operas, more than thirty 
choral works, as well as several chamber works, art 
songs, and four ballets.
  The Lyric Quartet was composed 
in 1960 with three movements subtitled “Musical 
Portraits of Three Friends.” Movement 1, titled “The 
Sentimental One,” is tonal, yet fluctuates within the key 
structure through recurring motivic themes. The second 
movement, “The Quiet One,” opens in similar fashion to 
the first movement and quickly metamorphoses into a 
conversation between the stringed instruments. Deeply 
tonal with no true soloist, the entire movement is a 
melodic exchange between “friends.” The third and final 
movement, “The Jovial One,” is energetic and the most 
playful of the movements. The strings exhibit a teasing 
quality at times, impersonating the lighthearted quality 
of a friendship through the quickly moving figures and 
constant exchange between the instruments.

CLARINET QUARTET IN A MAJOR, K. 581  
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)
 
  The “Stadler” Clarinet Quartet was 
composed in 1789, published in 1802, and dedicated to 
Anton Stadler, a friend and Austrian clarinet and basset 
horn player for whom Mozart often wrote. Of Stadler’s 
playing, Mozart remarked, “I have never heard the like of 
what you contrived with your instrument. Never should I 
have thought that a clarinet could be capable of imitating 
the human voice as it was imitated by you. Indeed, your 
instrument has so soft and lovely a tone that no one can 
resist it…”
  The opening Allegro movement is a “call-
and-response” of sorts between the instruments in which 
they are all given a chance to shine in their respective solo 
lines before the clarinet becomes the featured instrument 
within the movement. Often described by historians as the 
“heart” of the quartet, the Larghetto second movement 
allows the clarinet to “sing” in arioso fashion with the full 
support of the string quartet and an answering call by the 
violin. The Menuetto movement is in triple meter with a 
downbeat that is slightly obscured by Mozart’s effective 
use of the hemiola. The violin and clarinet are equal within 
their embellished lines. A set of five variations and coda, 
entitled Allegretto con variazioni, is the final movement 
in the quartet. The stringed instruments begin together, 
setting the stage for the clarinet’s virtuosic variations. 

A TARANTELLA FOR OUR TIMES
Libby Larsen (b. 1950)
 
  Minneapolis-based composer Libby Larsen composed A Tarantella for our Times in 2020. The piece, 
written for Bb clarinet and violin, received its premiere in June 2021 by Minnesota Orchestra Music Director and clari-
netist, Osmo Vänskä and principal violinist, Erin Keefe. Larsen, along with fellow composer, Stephen Paulus, co-found 
the Minnesota Composers Forum, now known as the American Composers Forum, which supports living composers 
and new music.
  A prolific composer, Libby Larsen has composed more than 500 works from intimate chamber music to 
operas and symphonies. She was the first female composer-in-residence with a major orchestra, premiering her first sym-
phony, Water Music, with the Minnesota Orchestra. She is a Grammy winner, a recipient of the Peabody Medal, and 
also received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the American Academy of Arts and Letters. Larsen believes that “[M]
usic exists in an infinity of sound. I think of all music as existing in the substance of the air itself. It is the composer’s task 
to order and make sense of sound, in time and space, to communicate something about being alive through music.”



Meet the Artists
Conductor and clarinetist Osmo Vänskä was born in Finland and began his 
clarinet studies at the age of 11 at the music school in Kotka. He undertook 
further studies at the Sibelius Academy as a pupil of Sven Lavela, and spent 
a short but significant period as a pupil of Karl Leister in Berlin in 1974. 
He has been the principal clarinetist of the Turku Philharmonic Orchestra 
(1971-76) and assistant principal clarinetist of the Helsinki Philharmonic 
Orchestra (1977-82). He was the Artistic Director of the Crusell Festival in 
Uusikaupunki, Finland, from 1989 until 1993.
 
As a conductor, Mr. Vänskä has been the Music Director of the Minnesota 
Orchestra since 2003, the Seoul Philharmonic since 2020 and previously 
spent twenty years as the Music Director of the Lahti Symphony Orchestra. 
He is a frequent guest conductor of leading orchestras around the world 
and has enjoyed returning to the clarinet in recent years, performing 
chamber music regularly in Europe, Asia and the United States.  He has 
recorded Bernhard Henrik Crusell’s three Clarinet Quartets and Kalevi 
Aho’s Clarinet Quintet for the BIS label and is in the process of recording 
several duos for clarinet and violin which he has commissioned with his 
wife, violinist Erin Keefe.

Violinist Erin Keefe is the Concertmaster of the Minnesota Orchestra as well 
as an Artist of the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center.  Winner of an 
Avery Fisher Career Grant as well as numerous international competitions, 
she has appeared as soloist in recent seasons with the Minnesota Orchestra, 
New Mexico Symphony, New York City Ballet Orchestra, Korean 
Symphony Orchestra, Amadeus Chamber Orchestra, Turku Philharmonic, 
Sendai Philharmonic and the Gottingen Symphony and has given recitals 
throughout the United States, Austria, Italy, Germany, Korea, Poland, 
Finland, Japan and Denmark. 

Ms. Keefe has been performing with the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln 
Center since 2005 and has been featured on “Live from Lincoln Center” three 
times with them.  She has collaborated with artists such as the Emerson String 
Quartet, Edgar Meyer, Gary Hoffman, David Finckel, Wu Han, Richard 
Goode, Roberto and Andrés Díaz, Menahem Pressler, Gary Graffman and 
Leon Fleisher, and she has recorded for Naxos, the CMS Studio Recordings 
label, BIS and Deutsche Grammophon. She has made festival appearances 
with Music@Menlo, the Marlboro Music Festival, Music from Angel Fire, 
Music in the Vineyards, Ravinia, and the Bridgehampton, Seattle, OK 
Mozart, Mimir and Bravo! chamber music festivals.

As a guest concertmaster, Ms. Keefe has appeared with the New York 
Philharmonic, Pittsburgh Symphony, Seoul Philharmonic and the Sao Paulo 
Symphony Orchestra.

Ms. Keefe earned a Master of Music Degree from The Juilliard School and a 
Bachelor of Music Degree from The Curtis Institute of Music. Her teachers 
included Ronald Copes, Ida Kavafian, Arnold Steinhardt and Philip Setzer.



Violinist Cecilia Belcher joined the Minnesota Orchestra in fall 2014 and 
was named Assistant Principal Second Violin in January 2017. Previously, 
she performed regularly with the St. Louis Symphony and has also 
performed with the Pittsburgh and Houston Symphony Orchestras. 
She is principal second violin of the River Oaks Chamber Orchestra in 
Houston. As concertmaster, she has led the Reno Philharmonic, New 
World Symphony, Aspen Music Festival Opera Orchestra and Missisippi 
Valley Orchestra.

Music festivals in which she has participated include Aspen, Banff, Beijing 
International Music Festival, Tanglewood and Verbier. In addition, she 
has toured Germany and the U.S. with the New York City-based chamber 
orchestra The Knights. 

A St. Louis native, Belcher began violin studies at the age of three. She 
earned a bachelor’s degree from the Cleveland Institute of Music, where 
she studied with Paul Kantor, and a master’s degree from the Shepherd 
School of Music, studying with Kathleen Winkler. She and her husband 
Richard Belcher, a cellist in the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, love 
living in Minneapolis with their two young children.

Rebecca Albers joined the Minnesota Orchestra as assistant principal 
viola in 2010 and won the position of principal viola in 2017. She has 
performed throughout the United States, Asia and Europe, making her 
New York debut at Lincoln Center, performing the New York premiere 
of Samuel Adler’s Viola Concerto with the Juilliard Orchestra. An avid 
chamber musician, she performs often at such festivals as the Marlboro 
Music Festival, Seattle Chamber Music Society Summer and Winter 
Festivals, and Rome Chamber Music Festival.
           
Albers is a member of Accordo, a Twin Cities-based chamber ensemble 
whose members are present and former principal players from the Saint 
Paul Chamber Orchestra and the Minnesota Orchestra. She has toured 
extensively with Musicians from Marlboro and with the Albers Trio, an 
ensemble formed with her sisters Laura and Julie Albers, and has been 
featured on many of the Orchestra’s chamber concerts, performing music 
by Schumann, Beethoven, Dvořák and Schubert.
           
Albers is a Distinguished Artist faculty member at Mercer University’s 
Robert McDuffie Center for Strings in Macon, Georgia, where she 
shares a viola studio with Victoria Chiang. She has also taught at such 
festivals as the Perlman Music Program and the Bowdoin International 
Music Festival.
           
Originally from Longmont, Colorado, Albers grew up playing violin 
and harp, picking up the viola at age nine for an ensemble her mother, a 
Suzuki teacher, was putting together. Albers received her bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from the Juilliard School, where she studied with Heidi 
Castleman and Hsin-Yun Huang. Her childhood teachers were James 
Maurer and her mother, Ellie LeRoux.



New Zealand cellist Richard Belcher joined the SPCO in 2019 after a 
twenty-year career as founding cellist of the Grammy-nominated Enso String 
Quartet. With the quartet he earned highly critical accolades from recording 
and concertizing in many of the world’s major concert halls such as Carnegie 
Hall, Lincoln Center, and Kennedy Center in the United States, as well as 
abroad in Europe, South America, Australia and New Zealand.

Richard is the Artistic Director of Music on the Hill in Mankato, Minnesota, 
and since 2008 has been Principal Cellist of River Oaks Chamber Orchestra 
in Houston, Texas. He has taught and performed at many festivals including 
St. Bart’s, Festival d’Aix en Provence, Prussia Cove, Madeline Island, 
Campos do Jordao International Winter Festival, SummerFest La Jolla, 
and the San Miguel de Allende International Chamber Music Festival.

In demand as a teacher and chamber music coach, Richard has previously 
served as Adjunct Faculty at Rice University’s Shepherd School of Music 
and has given numerous masterclasses around the world.

Richard moved to the United States in 1998 to study with Aldo Parisot at 
Yale University, and it was while there that he founded the Enso String 
Quartet. Richard’s other principal teachers include Norman Fischer, Marc 
Johnson, and Alexander Ivashkin. He plays an N.F. Vuillaume cello made 
in 1856, and is married to Cecilia Belcher, Assistant Principal 2nd Violin of 
the Minnesota Orchestra.

Thank you to our sponsors for this concert:



National Monuments
The MSO symphonic series opens with a tribute to everything Americana 
-  from the patriotic Fanfare for the Common Man, to the playful strains 
of Florence Price’s Dances in the Canebrakes, to the feisty An American in 
Paris by Gershwin. Local author Geoff Herbach will narrate the words to A 
Lincoln Portrait, which includes the text from Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, 
and soprano Stephanie Thorpe will solo in a set of Copland’s Old Ameri-
can Songs. 

The Snowman
Bring the whole family to this heartwarming, not-to-be-missed holiday 
event! This Academy Award-nominated holiday film, based on Raymond 
Briggs’ beloved classic book is brought to life with full orchestra. The 
MSO performs Howard Blake’s beautiful score to the animated film The 
Snowman, featuring the much-loved song Walking in the Air. Filled with 
magic and adventure, The Snowman is the perfect way to kick off the hol-
iday season! You’ll also hear holiday classics from The Nutcracker, along 
with A Christmas Festival, Sleigh Ride, and Polonaise from Christmas Eve.

Russian Treasures
Don’t miss this Oscar®-winning animated film of the classic fairy tale of 
Peter and  the Wolf, accompanied by the MSO!

The film, Peter & the Wolf, directed by Suzie Templeton, uses only music 
and images to tell the dramatic fairy tale story of the young Peter con-
fronted by a wolf. Prokofiev provides the uninterrupted stream of music, 
with every character in the story represented by a different instrument in 
the orchestra. The concert concludes with the fabulous Polovtsian Dances 
by Borodin and Fantasy-Overture by Tchaikovsky. This concert is truly a 
treasure trove of fantasy-style masterpieces, lovingly crafted by the most 
influential late 19th and early 20th century Russian composers.

Beethovenfest!
MSO’s symphonic series concludes with a festival-concert celebrating the 
music of one of our greatest composers, Ludwig van Beethoven. Beetho-
ven’s 250th birthday fell during the pandemic - in December of 2020 - and 
was celebrated privately via virtual concert platforms. Now comes our 
chance to celebrate publicly with a community of music lovers. This concert 
will be held in the beautiful Christ Chapel on the campus of Gustavus Adol-
phus College in Saint Peter. 

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 10, 2021

AT 3PM

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 19, 2021

AT 3PM

SUNDAY
JANUARY 23, 2022

AT 3PM

FRIDAY
MARCH 4, 2022

AT 3PM

Symphonic Series



Oblivion
Enjoy a mix of tango (Oblivion by Piazzolla), flavored with a rondo 
(Gypsy Rondo by Haydn), and topped off with the delightful Trio 
in D Minor, Op. 11 by Fanny Mendelssohn, the famous sister to 
Felix. 

The American
Featuring several of our very own MSO principal musicians, this 
performance will include a variety of string quartets, including the 
popular American Quartet (Op. 96, in F Major) by Dvořák.

The Seven Last Words
The Seven Last Words of Our Saviour on the Cross by Haydn was 
commissioned as an orchestral piece for a Good Friday service in 
1787 and subsequently adapted by Haydn for string quartet. Don’t 
miss this string quartet version, performed a few days before Good 
Friday, 2022.

Mozart & Schumann
The Music on the Hill season closes with two lovely piano quartets 
by Mozart and Schumann.

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 12, 2021

AT 3PM

SUNDAY
JANUARY 30, 2021

AT 3PM

SUNDAY
APRIL 10, 2022

AT 3PM

SUNDAY
MAY 8, 2022

AT 3PM

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 3

AT 3PM
Trinity Chapel

Bethany Lutheran 
College

Osmo Vänskä, clarinet
Erin Keefe and Cecilia Belcher, violins
Rebecca Albers, violaa
Richard Belcher, cello

William Grant Still: Lyric Quartet
Libby Larsen: A Tarantella for Our Times
W.A. Mozart: Clarinet Quintet in A Major, K. 581

The Music on the Hill series opens with a concert featuring celeb-
rities from the Minnesota Orchestra including conductor Osmo 
Vänskä, who began his career as a clarinetist, concertmaster Erin 
Keefe, assistant principal second violin Cecilia Belcher, and prin-
cipal violist Rebecca Albers. Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra cellist 
and Music on the Hill Artistic Director Richard Belcher will join in 
to celebrate the music of William Grant and Mozart. The program 
also features the premiere concert performance of a new work by 
Minnesota composer Libby Larsen, A Tarantella for Our Times.

Vänskä Plays Mozart
Music on the Hill



Mankato Symphony Orchestra
PO Box 645, Mankato MN 56002

mso@mankatosymphony.org
mankatosymphony.org


